
Fernbank Elementary School PTA General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday, September 11, 2019, 6:45 PM, Fernbank Elementary School 

Meeting called to order at 6:45 p.m. A quorum was reached. 

Introductions and Principal’s Address 

PTA co-President Cassie Strawn introduced PTA officers for the 2019-20 school year. Fernbank Principal 

Joan Ray spoke to the families in attendance. 

Principal Advisory Council  

Principal Advisory Council member Kara Rozell spoke about the role of the PAC as well as the upcoming 

election. The county will email ballots to parents on Tuesday 9/17/19 and voting will remain open for 

one week.  

PTA  

• PTA co-President Adam Francois Watkins spoke about what the PTA does and called for 

volunteers to get involved. Committees in need of volunteers include: School Supplies, Fern 

Wear, Hospitality, International Dinner, Wellness & Sustainability, Arts in Education/ Reflections, 

Room Parents, After School Clubs, Directory, Grounds, Book Fair, Yearbook, Spirit Nights, and 

Ambassador Program. 

• PTA budget that was approved at 9/10/19 meeting was displayed on screen for PTA members to 

view. 

• Parents were given information on how to get communications from the school and PTA, how to 

access the directory.   

Fernbank Foundation  

• Foundation President Anna Devries spoke about the role and mission of the Fernbank 

Foundation and read the mission statement that was created when the foundation began 10 

years ago.  

• There are 2 part time employees that are paid by the foundation. $200 is given to every 

homeroom teacher, as well as $1000 for each grade level to use as a unit. The goal is to give 

back to the teachers as much as possible and support everyone they can.  

• The foundation and PTA raise funds together. 

• Previous foundation funded projects: erosion control, retaining wall, turf, sport court. Current 

ideas include shade for the playground and soccer goals.  

Information for 3rd- 5th Grade Families 

• 5th grade families must pay dues, class trip to Driftwood takes place in spring, parent volunteers 

needed for end of year festivities. Information will be sent to 5th grade families in courier. 

Yearbook ads must be purchased by September 16 and finished ad is due teacher October 15.  

• Fernbank Assistant Principal Jamesa Hodge explained some of the various tests that the 

students take throughout the year: GKids, post unit assessments, language assessments for 

students who speak English as a second language.  



• Fernbank Assistant Principal Simone Willingham discussed her role as the coordinator for MAP 

(3x a year), Milestones and CoGAT. MAP winter testing in December for grades 3-5, January for 

grades K-2. Milestones will begin April 14. 

Visiting Speaker, Druid Hills Middle School Principal  

• Druid Hills Middle School Principal Jacqueline Taylor spoke about DHMS. The school aims to 

balance academics with extracurricular activities and nurture students during the middle school 

years. The student population is 50% gifted/ high achiever, 50% on grade level. 14% 

international population, 14% special needs.  

• The school offers band, chorus, and orchestra, and students may take French or Spanish for high 

school credit. 

• The school is currently raising money for a new track to be used during PE and cross country. 

The fundraising goal is $40,000. More information available on the new website 

DruidHillsMiddle.com.  

 Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  


